NMS DP
November 17, 2010 11-12:30pm University Hall Museum

Attendees: Andereck, Brittenberger, Craigmile, Daniels, Gustafson, Lanno, Shapiro, Vaessin, Wolfe
1. Housekeeping
a. Combined BS/MS degrees can be submitted on paper

b. Physics programs have gone through CCI subcommittee. Requested a statement in the transition plan about the advising resources in the department. Would be a good idea to add a statement like this to all proposals.

c. CCI subcommittee requested a clarification of introductory or advanced for each learning goal in the curricular maps

d. Astronomy undergraduate programs are on hold until the name change is finalized. The PhD and MS programs are in PACER ready to review for next meeting.

2. EEOB BS-Primary reviewer Daniels
a. Changes described as minimal in the proposal, but there are a lot of changes

b. EEOB, Ecology and Evolution

i. BA will be dropped

ii. 5 areas to the core courses, 3 required and other two are chosen by the student from a list of options
iii. Molecular Genetics 500 was dropped as a requirement, Stats and data analysis still remain
iv. Transition plan: program does not require any series, new courses will not require bridge courses. Students can choose to stay on old plan or switch to semester plan. 

1. Will rely on other departments (Chemistry, etc) to provide bridge courses where those prerequisites are required

2. Statement about waiving a lab requirement, replacing the lab with independent research.

a. Do not expect this option to be used by very many students, 2 or 3. 

b. Students would be assigned to a course lab, via the independent studies course number. Would not be required to complete an independent project.

v. Curricular map

1. Several places where quarter courses are reduced significantly in credit hours. 6 hours to 4 hours. 

2. Bio 2401 will be 4 credit hours

3. Stats 2480 is the life sciences section of the course

4. Elective courses, is there a minimum requirement? Document says to choose two courses.

a. No, just course content. Credit hours are listed as 2-4 because courses will be offered sometimes as a 7 week course and other times as a 14 week course.

b. Students must take two courses regardless of credit hours

5. 3998, research is repeatable, how many hours can be used?

a. Under quarters, 10 credit hours can be transferred. How many hours under semesters?  Currently reads no more than 3 hours of S/U credit, which would include research. Would need to clarify

b. 3 hours count towards the major but the other hours would count towards graduation

6. EEOB 5420, combines two 5 quarter hour courses, and combines it to 3 semester hours.
a. There was enough overlap in the two courses to combine into one course. Will clarify that the courses covered the same content.

b. 3430 is another example of combining courses

c. 5189, will have one course title with different topics for field work each semester

vi. In sample curriculum add the number of credit hours
vii. GEC English 367, second writing, is listed in the first year, but students will not take this until the second year

1. Will replace specific course names with GE course

viii. Math or Stats advanced qualitative course, what course?
1. A modeling course with a focus on Biology. Hope existing faculty with joint appointments will offer.

2. Will add “potential courses in development” for this category.

ix. How many hours with prerequisites? 70, 40 hours prerequisite, 30 major.

1. How many free electives? 2 unrestricted electives, and the GE open options

x. Updates will be made and submitted for approval

3. Zoology BS

a. Similar changes, courses for students to choose from in the various areas

b. Significant changes in the number of credit hours in the different areas

i. Some areas have less credit hours and others have more. Changes result of how other departments have converted their courses

c. One area has been dropped from quarters to semesters, Stats has been added
d. Major program sheet, semester version, number of S/U research hours that can count towards the major should be clarified
e. Add credit hours to the major program sheet

f. Biggest change is in credit hours, but the letter does not address it explicitly. Will add more explanation to the letter and update status to major changes in PACER.

4. Zoology BA

a. Change in credit hours. Increase in Physics, Chemistry, Organic Chemistry, and Statistics. 

b. 5 core areas 

c. The BA has a different type of Math and Stats than the BS. No calculus is required

5. Zoology Minor

a. Transition from 22 quarter hours to 14 semester hours

b. Organic Chemistry and Physics have been dropped from the requirements

i. Will mention in the comments that the decrease in hours is bc these courses are not required, only recommended

c. 8 hours of core courses, 3 hours of electives

